
 
GOREE UPDATE  
  

* INTRODUCING A  NEW GORIN PROGRAM  : The African Peace Academy (APA) 
/                 W.  NDIAYE 
  
* PRESENTATION DE AFRICAN PEACE ACADEM Y/ B. KANTE 
  The African Peace Academy  
We, the Gorée Institute (GORIN), w ith the support of the Ford Foundation, are launching 
the creation and the establishment of an African Peace Academy (APA), to be seated 
within the Institute.   
 
For an initial and transitional period of three years APA will be developed and 
administered as a GORIN program. It w ill thus express and enhance the values and 
commitments expressed in GORIN’s traditional areas of activity: promoting processes of 
democracy, development and culture in Africa - and benefit from GORIN’s infra-structure, 
programs, experience and networks.  
 
The African Peace Academy’s purpose is through networking regionally and 
continentally, to gather the necessary expertise to work towards identifying and 
researching the causes of African conflicts and to facilitate their resolution.  
It w ill provide a space for antagonists to meet and build peace together; an environment of 
research, reflection and training; 

a platform for facilitating more effective coordination of organizations and agencies 
working in the areas of  democratization, development, conflict prevention and human 
rights. 

It w ill be presided over by a Committee of Patrons, consist of a Scientific Council and 
Departments implementing the projects, and be run by a  Director of the Academy. 

The conception workshop of the African Peace Academy (APA) was organised at the Gorée 
Institute from 23 to 25 January 2003, and was attended by 12 participants. 

The purpose of this workshop was to invite resource persons to undertake a collegial and 
in-depth reflection on the conception of an African Peace Academy,  and to collectively 
evaluate the relevance and feasibility of such a project.  

In view of the objectives assigned to this workshop, the intrinsic qualities of participants 
and of their contributions and the management of the allocated time, one can, w ithout 
doubt, say that  it was about 90% successful.    

Next Steps 

The ‘Pilot Group’ consisting of GORIN’s Executive Director and Programs Coordinator 
and the  Project Director, working in consultation with the Advisory Committee, w ill:  

-         draw up the proposed statutes and organigram of APA;  

-         work on  a proposed definitive conceptual version of the project;  

-         start putting together the various organs of APA (the Committee of Patrons, the 



Scientific Council 

-        identify potential strategic partners, find sponsors to strengthen its 
administrative,  financial and intellectual capacity, build a network;  

-         proceed rapidly toward the implementation of a first project (enquiry into a 
conflict zone,  workshop and networking with a specific advocacy goal) to test the 
viability of APA’s orientations;  

-     Proceed with the preparations for a Strategic Planning Workshop that w ill modify 
if necessary, adopt and validate the proposed statutes and organizational 
structure, and together identify and elaborate a strategic plan for  next three 
years. 

GORIN is committed to organize and host two major workshops at Gorée Insti tute in 
the course of 2003, and two more during 2004. These workshops will be shaped around 
ways to realize the above goals;  they will also initiate original ways of trying to think 
ahead;  they will,  furthermore, continue to further shape the structures and the projects 
of APA.  

  
 
 
 
CONTRIBUTION : SUM M ARY OF ANDREW GILM OUR'S COM M ENTS TO AFRICAN PEACE 
ACADEM Y WORKSHOP ON ''THE INTERNATIONAL COM M UNITY'S SEARCH FOR 
REGIONAL SOLUTIONS''  

 AG came to ask participants for their views on two questions:  

1)                  What does a “ regional strategy”  actually mean, and what should be composed of 
for West Africa? 

2)                  What can the international community do, what tools does it have against leaders 
determined to go against all norms of domestic governance and good 
neighbourliness. 

Everyone talks of the need for a regional solution, a regional strategy for West Africa.  Nobody thinks 
it is going to be easy for this subregion.  There is a very serious problem of governance here, as one 
can see just by glancing at a list of some of the Heads of State.  The problems of WA are indeed 
regionwide and interlinked: artificial borders, abject poverty, endemic corruption, irresponsible 
leadership, weak civil institutional and security structures, and civil wars that spill over frontiers.  So 
the problems are regional, but is the solution? 

What is a regional strategy?  Is it devising a strategy whose scope is truly regional, affecting all the 
countries of the region, or is it a strategy towards perhaps just one conflict w ith all the regional leaders 
behind it?   Lebanon 1991 seems to be an example of a regional solution, brokered by the Arab League 
in Saudi Arabia, for a national problem.  Conversely, in the Mano River over the past five years, it 
seems as if it has been more a series of attempted national solutions for what is really a regional 
problem. 

For the last decade regional solutions have been in vogue.  Regional solutions have been touted as the 
best option after the search for global solutions became tainted by UN failures in Somalia and Bosnia, 
w ith the defining moment when the death of 18 US Rangers was blamed on the UN for the first two 



weeks.  The truth came out, but the UN has never recovered its position in the American psyche.  
Clinton said the UN must learn to say no – and the most devastating result was Rwanda.  As a result 
of massive political pressure and a budget squeeze, the UN had no option but to go for a regional 
approach to conflict management where the UN could play a supplementary role.  At the same time, 
on this continent, a number of people, for entirely different reasons, unwittingly played into the hands 
of Gingrich and his radical friends in Congress with their slogan “ African solutions to African 
problems” .  This helped lead to one positive development – the revitalization of subregional 
organizations in Africa, such as ECOWAS, IGAD and SADC.   

The present Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, formulated this trend into policy in his 1998 report on 
Causes of Conflict in Africa: providing support for regional initiatives in Africa was both necessary 
and desirable.  It is “ necessary”  because the UN lacks the capacity, resources and expertise to address 
all the problems that may arise in Africa, and it is “ desirable”  because wherever possible the 
international community should strive to complement rather than supplant African efforts to resolve 
Africa’s problems.  The SG also drew attention to the well-known problems of this – the limitations of 
regional organizations in terms of resources and capacity, and their vested interests, historical, 
political or economic. 

ECOWAS has been the most active of the sub regional organizations, from Liberia in 1990 to the same 
place to this day.  But the massive dominance of Nigeria has always been a problem for it.  SADC – 
South Africa intervened in Lesotho in 1998, and Angola, Namibia and Zimbabwe reacted to Kabila’s 
request to help him against the rebels – but nobody ever doubted that each country was pursuing 
purely national interests.  One of the problems of interventions by regional organizations is that 
usually national interests among neighbours are different.  DRC is a rare case of where each of the 
neighbours had the same interest – but it was this very sameness that ensured the continuation of the 
conflict, because the sole aim of each neighbour was simply to steal as much of the DRC’s natural 
resources as possible. 

So if the UN usually can’t do it – it has neither the resources nor the ability nor the will to intervene 
properly; and if regional organizations often can’t do it – they have neither the resources nor the 
impartiality to do it fairly; then who can? 

We know the answer – which is: a country w ith highly trained military and significant economic 
resources, ready to make a massive political, economic and moral commitment, working with the 
support of the regional powers, in support of the regional powers, and granted a banner of legitimacy 
by the UN Security Council.  This has been done, in recent years, by Australia in East Timor, the UK in 
Sierra Leone, and the French in Cote d’Ivoire.  It has not yet been done, and maybe never w ill, by the 
US in Liberia.   

The problems with this lead country approach are at least two: first, there are very few countries who 
have the capacity to mount such an operation; secondly, these operations are so expensive, and 
therefore unpopular w ith Western electorates, that they can happen only very rarely. 

 Concluding questions: Governance is a catastrophe is many countries of this sub region; but how can 
the international community influence the governments concerned without either a massive military 
intervention or an equally massive Marshall Plan?  And what is a regional strategy in practical terms, 
how does one put flesh on it to help the people of West Africa? 

Andrew GILM OUR  

Senior Adviser 

Représentation Nations - Unies  



en Afrique de l 'Ouest 

  

SPECIAL COM M UNIQUE  
 GOREE UPDATE: Special  Communiqué No. 2 

The African Peace Academy Workshop  - " Freeing Guinea-Bissau from the t rap of confl icts"   - bui l t  
around a project  advocat ing economic and pol i t ical  t ransparency, has now come to a successful  
conclusion.  

 About  35 government  officials, members of the Nat ional  Transi t ional  Counci l  and representat ives of 
al l  the major pol i t ical  part ies and several  civi l  society organisat ions made the t rip from Bissau to 
work together w i thin the wal ls of Gorée Inst i tute for two long days of intense and informat ive 
discussions. Among the part ies, other than the provisional  'parl iament ' led by i ts top civi l ian member 
and vice-president , Iancuba N'djai  (who also chai rs the PST, the Sol idari ty and Labour Party), there 
were: the PMP (People's Mani fest  Party, represented by Faust ino Fudut  Imbal i , ex-premier under the 
since deposed president  Kumba Yala), the UNDP (Nat ional  Union for Democracy and Progress), the 
PDG (Guinean Democrat ic Party), the PS-GB (Social ist  Party - Guinea-Bissau), the MDG 
(Democrat ic Movement  of Guinea, represented by Ivone Lopez Perei ra da Costa, a former Minister of 
Foreign Affai rs), the ASG (Guinean Social ist  Al l iance), the PAIGC (African Party for the 
Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde  - the party founded by the late Ami lcar Cabral ), the PRS 
(Social  Renovat ion Party), the RGB (Guinea-Bissau Resistance), the PDS (Social  Democrat ic Party), 
etc. Present  as wel l  were Carlos Vaiman, the present  Minister of Just ice and Labour, and his wi fe 
Antonieta Rosa Gomes who represented the FCG-SD (Guinean Civic Forum - Social  Democracy); 
Armando Tchoba Dos Santos Perei ra, Minister of Communicat ion in the Presidency; Higino Cardoso, 
who heads the Nat ional  Electoral  Counci l ; General  Gletche Na Ghanha; Colonel  Abel  Nbunde; Lt-
Colonel  Marcelo Ol ivei ra Sanca; Luis Manuel  Cabral  who chai rs the Guinea-Bissau Human Rights 
League; Thierno Madjou Sow who is responsible for several  Human Rights organisat ions in Guinea 
(Conakry) and is the vice-president  of the Internat ional  Federat ion of Human Rights, and other 
representat ives of Senegalese and sub-regional  civi l  society organisat ions. The opening ceremony was 
at tended by a number of ambassadors or representat ives of embassies based in Dakar (the Uni ted 
States, Portugal , Aust ria, Germany, the Netherlands, Guinea-Bissau...), personnel  from UN agencies 
and other internat ional  NGOs, journal ists... Mame Bassine Niang, Minister of Human Rights 
at tached to  the Senegalese Presidency, graced both the opening and the closing events wi th her 
presence, and brought  encouraging wishes from President  Wade. 

After l istening to fascinat ing reports on the present  pol i t ical  si tuat ion (by Iancuba N'djai ), giving us 
a breakdown of the state of t ransi t ion  - and by Higino Cardoso on the electoral  preparedness, the 
nat ional  census that  had been interrupted by the September coup, and what  the immediate needs are  - 
and after the obl igatory opening speeches, the part icipants plunged into detai led analyses and 
proposals, ident i fying weaknesses and dangers. 

I  am at taching a t ranslat ion of the final  declarat ion, drawn up in Portuguese and French, agreed to 
and signed by everybody present  except  for two pol i t ical  representat ives  - one stumbled over a word 
found there or missed the taste of another he wanted in, and the other fel t  that  he lacked the mandate 
from his party to sign. The themes, concerns and commitments are evident  in the declarat ion. 

For us  - the Gorée Inst i tute through i ts African Peace Academy programme, and RADDHO  - who 
organized and accompanied the event , several  impressions came through st rongly. 

1/ The level  of mutual  tolerance despi te a history of adversarial  posi t ions and out right  host i l i t ies, 
among the part ies but  also between the pol i t i cal  class and civi l  society and the armed forces, is 
absolutely astounding. They l isten to one another, they accommodate each other's posi t ions, they are 



wi l l ing to col laborate. In the process they have and are put t ing together a unique combinat ion of 
forces, equal ly respected and considered necessary in the present  phase (as expressed in the 
const i tut ion of the Nat ional  Transi t ional  Counci l , bound by a Chart  al l  subscribed to), and hopeful ly 
to be carried over into the post -electoral  government : the pol i t ical  class, the mi l i tary, civi l  society 
organisat ions. This could not  have been easy. Several  t imes there were references to pol i t icians 
" infl ict ing violence upon themselves"  in order to accept  the other configurat ions and to work together 
for the good of the nat ion. There was no finger point ing and remarkably few recriminat ions. This 
nat ional  effort  at  large-based uni ty can be exemplary for Africa. I t  w i l l  be i ronic - but  so wonderful ly 
welcome! - i f 'the good news' that  we al l  so fiercely want  were to emerge from this smal l  count ry wi th 
i ts turbulent  history and i ts lack of resources. Indeed, simi lari t ies and di fferences wi th others in the 
region were several  t imes pointed out . 

2/ Guinea-Bissau is blessed wi th an abundance of pol i t ical  and intel lectual  talent . Too much so. The 
plethora of part ies and format ions is obviously a boon and a sign of great  diversi ty and vigour, but  
what  does this imply for the chances of an effect ive government  beyond the fi rst  hurdle of nat ional  
elect ions? No single party can possibly emerge as winner through the bal lot  box. I t  is understandable 
that  part ies are loathe to form coal i t ions or blocks, al though there are several  al l iances present  and 
in the offing. To be in pol i t ics is to have a job. St rong fears were expressed about  " the t ribal isat ion of 
the State,"  but  as st rongly people remembered that  ethnic or cul tural  origin was not  a considerat ion  - 
though i t  may be becoming so. The State has obviously been st rangled by a profusion of civi l  
servants, funct ionaries, counsel lors and representat ives. The same is t rue of the army. Just  about  
everybody seems to be an ex-combatant  for nat ional  l iberat ion, and most  of them are in the armed 
forces. We may be seeing the sad resul ts of a nat ional  l iberat ion that  was also a social ist  revolut ion, 
making of the State Mother Mi lk-cow. 

3/ The part icipants knew only too wel l  that  Guinea-Bissau is at  death's door. The udder is dry. There 
is nothing left . (Maybe this real izat ion accounts for the pragmat ic tolerance, for 'imagining 
di fferent ly', for want ing to leap forward.) Those in the Nat ional  Transi t ional  Counci l  (the 
'Parl iament ') have not  been paid since 14 months, the soldiers have not  received anything for over a 
year now, they have nearly no elect rici ty or running water, effluents wash down the st reets. I t  
appears that  al l  the foreign donors have turned thei r backs on the country (except  for the Portuguese 
and the French, who may have thei r own reasons). The part icipants knew that  the process they're 
involved in is thei r last  chance: i f this fragi le thread snaps the internat ional  communi ty may wel l  be 
indi fferent  to the dul l  thud of Guinea-Bissau disappearing into a dark hole, l ike Somal ia... Curiously 
enough, there would seem to be no signi ficant  emigrat ion; on the contrary, they have an influx of 
refugees from neighbouring countries. Despi te these parlous condi t ions there was no plundering and 
no civi l  disturbances during or after the September coup. (Everybody agrees that  i t  wasn't  real ly a 
coup, just  a way of nudging Kumba Yala towards the exi t   - he's st i l l  in the count ry and his party is in 
ful l  exercise  - but  everybody also agrees that  everything possible and legal  must  be done to make any 
future coup d'état  a taboo.) And now? " People cannot  vote on empty stomachs,"  was a cry heard 
again and again. To vote properly  - and fi rst  you must  find the means to complete the nat ional  
census, to prepare the part ies, to t rain electoral  moni tors  - there must  be social  stabi l i ty. Back and 
present  salaries must  be paid in order to achieve this stabi l i ty. Where is this urgent  help to come 
from? They have nearly no t ime. Nat ional  elect ions are planned for 28th March, president ial  elect ions 
come a few months later. 

 4/ People spoke of " la misère des casernes,"  the misery of the barracks. The general  described army 
l i fe as being in a pig-sty. That  something must  be done, urgent ly, to give the soldiers the means to 
survive wi th digni ty and for those who ret i re to be integrated into an al ternat ive l i fe, was clear and 
unanimously agreed. But  i f the army's pl ight  cannot  be rel ieved, what  then?... 

Indeed, what  now? Several  suggest ions were made. Most  of them are in the Statement , i f only 
impl ici t . Two concrete proposals did however emerge: 



* That  a lobbying delegat ion should be put  together and sent  on i ts way urgent ly. This delegat ion 
should reflect  the unique composi t ion and wi l l ingness to work together of Guinea-Bissau's act ivists: 
pol i t icians, soldiers, civi l  act ivists. Maybe the group could be composed by members of the CNT who 
al ready reflects this combinat ion and this coming together of expert ise and wi l l ingness. They should 
be accompanied by two or three representat ive of regional  civi l  society organisms  - because the 
act ive engagement  and support  of the sub-region's civi l  societ ies wi l l  be important . One is talking of 
maybe 8 to 10 people at  most . They should t ravel  to the Uni ted States (the UN, the World Bank), to 
Europe (the European Union, both Commission and Parl iament , and then on to a few capi tals), and 
perhaps to Addis Ababa and to Johannesburg (for the African Union and NEPAD). The purpose and 
the goal  would be to obtain urgent  and quick support , for 'a nat ion in need of help.' 

* That  there should be a 'Gorée bis', a fol low-up meet ing, but  this t ime in Bissau and immediately 
before the elect ions, grouping the same delegates and preferably some more, to keep al ive the 
momentum for col laborat ion, for sharing posi t ions, for combining the forces cal led upon to take the 
country forward. 

    GOREE DECLARATION 

Fol lowing upon the September 14, 2003 events in Guinea-Bissau, caused by the systemat ic and 
repeated violat ions of democrat ic rules and those concerning the protect ion of human rights, which 
imperi l led al l  the achievements obtained by the conquests of a people devoted to const ruct ing a state 
of law; 

Aware of the profound socio-economic, pol i t ical  and inst i tut ional  crisis dangerously threatening the 
country, because of bad governance; 

We the pol i t ical  actors (Transi t ional  Government , pol i t ical  part ies and civi l  society organisat ions 
signatory to the Chart  of Pol i t ical  Transi t ion and part icipants in the Nat ional  Transi t ional  Counci l ), 
taking into account  our role in the process of restoring the authori ty of the State which must  come 
about  through a global  reform of the administ rat ion so as to accompl ish the noble mission in the 
superior interests of the nat ion of Guinea-Bissau; 

As signatories to this Declarat ion, commit  ourselves solemnly before the people of Guinea-Bissau 
and the Internat ional  Communi ty, to recover and re-affi rm the confidence of the country before our 
partners in the fol lowing terms: 

    1. Good Governance 

  

a) To puri fy publ ic finances and to promote pol i t ical  and social  stabi l i ty by paying and      
regularising salaries; 

b) To promote al l  the needed ini t iat ives for the adherence of Guinea-Bissau to the Mexico 
Convent ion against  corrupt ion, and to put  in place these disposi t ions in our internal  judicial  
system; 

 c) To st rengthen the State's capaci ty for creat ing adequate mechanisms for the financing of 
pol i t ical  part ies for the next  and future legislat ive elect ions; 

 d) To fol low up on the on-going electoral  census process unt i l  i ts complet ion, as also the 
computerisat ion and management  of data banks; 

e) To reinforce mechanisms al lowing for the reinsert ion and rapid social  reintegrat ion of ex-
combatants, as also to pursue efforts for disarming the civi l ian populat ion holding arms 



i l legal ly, for l i ft ing mines, and including creat ing ci rcumstances permi t t ing a digni fied 
remunerat ion and pension for mi l i tary personnel . 

     11. Inst i tut ional  Cooperat ion 

 a) To promote inst i tut ional  dialogue among the various pol i t ical , mi l i tary and civi l  society 
actors, as also to convene a forum for nat ional  reconci l iat ion; 

b) To restore and consol idate a State of law and the respect  for human rights, and to refuse the 
use of force for obtaining power; 

c) To create a mechanism that  wi l l , internal ly and external ly, moni tor State inst i tut ions, and 
a West  African observatory for cont inuing to fol low the pol i t ical  t ransi t ion process, 
democracy, good governance and human rights; 

d) To promote dialogue and the coming about  of a broad consensus for adopt ing a  

Pact  of stabi l i ty and good governance among the pol i t ical  actors, the representat ives of civi l  
society and the armed forces, during the post -electoral  period; 

e) To solemnly reaffi rm the engagements undertaken in the Chart  of pol i t ical  t ransi t ion. 

     111. Internat ional  Cooperat ion 

 a) Given that international cooperation depends on the internal efforts of the country to establ ish the 
commitments made by the State of Guinea-Bissau to i ts partners, we solemnly commit ourselves to re-
opening the dialogue with our development partners, part icularly the European Union, within the 
framework of our tradit ional cooperation, the regional and sub-regional African insti tut ions, as well  as 
the organisations of the United Nations and Bretton Woods systems. 

b) To establ ish a Fol low-up Committee to the Declarat ion, consist ing of Gorée Insti tute (as 
coordinator), RADDHO, the Guinea-Bissau League of Human Rights, and the UNTG. 

Signed on Gorée Island, 20 December 2003. 

Al l  in al l , I  hope you'l l  agree wi th me, an exemplary effort  by courageous people deserving of our 
sol idari ty and al l  the help they can get . 

 Breyten Breytenbach 

Execut ive Di rector            

Bul letin d'information  du Goree Insti tute - NUM ERO SPECIAL Juin 2004 -  
  

EDITORIAL by Breyten BREYTENBACH 
  

In this issue, apart from announcing some up-coming events, we decided to concentrate 
on two matters: our present situation, and the visit here last week of the Einstein Forum 
based in Potsdam, Germany. 

Our present  si tuat ion: The bad news is that we are still at the point of being expelled so 
that the State may at any moment take the Maison du Soudan away from us and, 



presumably, change its present use and function  - since it is inconceivable that anybody 
else can use it the way we do. It was carefully adapted and sculpted for its present 
purposes and, I may add, it serves those rather well. I deliberately do not say it w ill be 
"repossessed" because the building  has always belonged to the State. So then, despite 
several interventions on our behalf, the power(s) that be has not budged from the 
determination to kick us out. There is laudable firmness at the top. Indeed, in one 
extremely curt response to a recent plea, RADDHO was told that the head of State has no 
intention of reviewing his decision. We are in the lap of the god: being dallied is 
dizzying, but perhaps the close attention indicates that the old guy loves us in 
mysterious ways - or could it be but the prelude to the throttling?  

The bad news is, as well, that we still have not been given any reason or justification for 
this threatened act which must, at the very least, also be intended to intimidate and 
discourage us and to hinder our activities. We don©t know what set off the inimical 
action, why it should have happened now, or whether it should be seen in a wider 
scheme of things  - and we refuse to be informed by rumors and suppositions, of which 
there are many... We remain convinced that the State is dignified enough and has a 
sufficient sense of civility not to have to hide its motives. After all, this is Senegal  - a 
country w ith a proud tradition of democratic practices, and President Wade has no 
reason to be ashamed or afraid of anything! 

The good news is that we have received truly heartwarming expressions and gestures of 
support and solidarity. The even better news is that this crisis has helped us reshape our 
Institute and clarify our objectives (we propose to inform you fully about those in the 
next newsletter) - and for this "coup de pouce" we are humbly grateful to the head of 
State. The Institute will emerge from the present passage stronger, more streamlined, 
more effective. 

In the meantime, we invite you to make your concerns known to the State, should you 
wish to do so - for we do think that what we are experiencing may be symptomatic of a 
changing relationship between the national authorities and NGOs established in Senegal, 
whether local or international. You can do so by faxing either Mr. Bruno Diatta, the head 
of protocol, at (221) 823 1126, or Ms Astou Mbaye, the President©s secretary, at (221) 823 
2840. 

Einstein Forum visi t : The Einstein Forum could be described as a high-level think tank 
grouping Northern hemisphere intellectuals, scholars and scientists. Their Advisory 
Board was invited and accepted to have their annual Board meeting at the Gorée 
Institute. During their stay of a week we organized a round-table discussion w ith a 
significant number of their African counterparts. (Please scroll down for a list of names 
of those attending.) This led to a fascinating exchange of perceptions and opinions on 
everything from the international economic system and relationships, the role of 
religions in conflicts, notions of national and cultural identities, the function of the 
"public intellectual," etc.  

We were strengthened in our sense that there is a real need for "privileged spaces" where 
these exchanges could take place and where we can continue the salutary process of 
getting to know and understand one another better. Indeed, we here at Gorée Peace 
Institute intend to open one such regular venue or event, to be called Imagine 
Africa/Imaginer l 'Afrique, to accommodate the free expression of insights and 
perceptions over a wide range of subjects, always with the intention of increasing our 
understanding of the implications of phenomena and crises and movements, and thus 
strengthening our ethical concerns with the political and social environments in which 



we evolve.  

We furthermore, facilitated visits from the Einstein Forum delegates to several 
institutions and educational establishments in Dakar. From these contacts, it is already 
clear, w ill flow subsequent intellectual and academic exchanges. We are looking at the 
possibilities of having researchers and teachers from Europe and America come work or 
teach at African institutions for shorter or longer periods.  

It has also been agreed that Einstein Forum and Gorée Institute will explore the 
possibilities of developing an institutional partnership so as to benefit from each other©s 
strengths and networks, and to jointly develop a number of projects. 

Breyten Breytenbach  

Part icipants EINSTEIN FORUM :  
  
Aleida Assman, Professeur de Li t térature anglaise et  de Théorie l i t térai re - Universi té de 
Constance (Al lemagne) 
Lorraine Daston, Di rect rice Inst i tut  Max Planck d'Histoi re des Sciences - Berl in  
Wendy Doniger, Professeur éméri te d'Histoi re d'Histoi re des Rel igions - Universi té de 
Chicago 
Christa Ebert , Professeur de l i t térature d'Europe de l 'Est  - Universi té Européenne 
Viadrana, Francfort /Oder 
Jurgen Ehlers, Président  de la Société Internat ionale de Relat ivi té Générale et  de 
Gravi tat ion 
Hans Magnus Enzensberger, Lyrique, Dramaturge, Essayiste  
Peter L. Gal ison, Professeur d'Histoi re des Sciences et  de Physique, Universi té Harvard  
Sander L. Gi lman, Di recteur du Laboratoi re de Sciences Humaines, Universi té de 
l 'I l l inois - Chicago  
David Shulman, Professeur d'Etudes Indiennes et  de Rel igions Comparées, membre 
Académie Israél ienne des Sciences Exactes et  des Sciences Humaines   
Susan Neiman, Di rect rice Einstein Forum 
Mat thias Kross, Einstein Forum 
Mart in Schaad, Di recteur Adjoint  Einstein Forum,  
Reimar Volker, Einstein Forum 
Inga Wel lman, Einstein Forum, 
Rudiger Zi l l , Einstein Forum  
  
INTELLECTUELS AFRICAINS  
  
Pr. Samir Amin, Economiste, Di recteur du Forum du Tiers- Monde, Dakar  
Cheikh Hamidou Kane, Ecrivain, PCA de l ’ONG Enda Tiers-Monde, Dakar 
Ahmédou Ould Abdalah, Représentant  de l ’ONU en Afrique de l ’Ouest , Dakar 
Pr. Moustapha Kassé, Professeur d’Economie, Leader de l ’ « Ecole de Dakar » 
Boubacar Boris Diop, Ecrivain-Journal iste, Dakar 
M. El  Hadj  Hamidou Kassé, écrivain, Di recteur Général  du quot idien « Le Solei l  » 
Pr. Penda Mbow, Professeur d’Histoi re de l ’Islam, Universi té CAD. Dakar 
Pr. Babacar Kanté, Juriste, Vice-Président  du Consei l  Const i tut ionnel  du Sénégal , 
membre du CA de Gorée Inst i tute,  
Pr. Abdoulaye El imane Kane, Phi losophe, Universi té CAD. Dakar, 
M. Youssou Mbergane Guissé, Phi losophe, chercheur à l ’IFAN-CAD,  
M. Soro Diop, phi losophe, Journal iste, « Le quot idien » Dakar,  
M. Dia, journal iste , « Wal fadj ri  » 
TEM OIGNAGES M EM BRES (HANS M AGNUS ENZENSBERGER - SUSAN 



NEIM AN )  

1 - Hans Magnus Enzensberger©s letter: 

"What am I doing here?" This is what Bruce Chatwin asked himself when he ended up in 
unlikely places. I found myself asking the same question when the Einstein Forum came to 
Gorée. Of course, the splendid hospitality of the Gorée Institute and Breyten©s visible and 
invisible hand made this adventure seem both natural and pertinent. But what could possible 
be the long-term outcome of Susan Neiman©s initiative? 

The brute fact is that the Einstein Forum, notwithstanding its truly cosmopolitan 

intentions and concerns, had never given much thought to Africa. Many of us, myself 

included, have shared the European and American preoccupation with what used to be 

called the Third World. But much of this interest has remained, to this very day, rather 

abstract (positive exceptions exempted). The question is how this more or less dutiful 

"engagement" can be turned into something more productive. 

My personal feeling is that instead of appealing to moral feelings one would do better to 

seduce intellectuals of the "North" into feelings of empathy, sensual appreciation and, 

indeed, admiration for African civilizations. 

Of course, there will also be some quite practical results of our meeting. Public events in 
Germany, invitations to African scholars, an exhibition of Senegalese artists and all sorts of 
other things one might imagine. But beyond that there may be other, more subtle and less 
visible after-effects. These are very difficult to measure and may never appear on official 
reports.  

A ll I can say for myself is that my brief stay on Gorée has changed my mental and 

political map, and I©m sure that this is true of all of us at the Einstein Forum and beyond. 

What we make of this remains, of course, to be seen... 

Hans Magnus Enzensberger  

2 - Susan Neiman's letter  

Dear Breyten,  

Still dazed from an overdose of impressions I write to thank all the staff of the Goree 
Institute,  and particularly Breyten Breytenbach, for an extraordinary and extraordinarily 
happy week end. For most of us the Goree Institute was a first w indow on the continent, 
and everything we saw made us want  to see more: from the staggering beauty of the 
island and islanders to the moving and provocative discussions with African colleagues 
in several fields. I©m delighted that the Einstein Forum and the Goree Institute were able 
to find so much common ground among the differences in our institutions, and am 
certain that the partership(s) we©ve established will allow us to realize many of the ideas 
that emerged from our discussions - and from discussions yet to come. Once again, on 
behalf of the Einstein Forum, our heartfelt thanks for your generosity, thoughtfulness 



and warmth.  
  
Susan Neiman,  Director,  Einstein Forum  
  
Warmly,  
Susan 

 

  


